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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: UNCTAD, EWWT, CO, ETRN 

SUBJ: INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION: RE-EVALUATION OE USG PAR- 
TICIPATION IN THE FIETH UNCTAD INTER-GOVERNMENTAL PREPARA- 
TORY GROUP (IPG) ON INTERNATIONAL MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT 

1. COMMATT MET WITH DR. JUAN LARGACHA, OFFICIAL OF SUB- 
SECRETARIAT OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS IN FOREIGN MINISTRY, TO 
DISCUSS SUBJECT IPG. ISSUE HAS RELATIVELY LOW PRIORITY IN 
MINISTRY; LARGACHA NOTED THAT THREE DIEFERENT PERSONS HAVE 
BREN RESPONSIBLE WITHIN LAST THREE MONTHS. LARGACHA GAVE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION. 

2. ALL GOC POSITIONS ON IPG WILL CONTINUE TO BE COORDINATED 
WITH LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES WITHIN GROUP OF 77. GOC OB- 
JECTIVES REMAIN THOSE WHICH GROUP OP 77 HAVE PUT FORTH, 

ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO NEED FOR GOVERNMENTAL CONVENTION. 
THUS FAR, GOC RELATIVELY SATISFIED WITH RESULTS OF PREVIOUS 
IPG MEETINGS. IT BELIEVES SUCCESS HAS BEEN ATTAINED IN AREA 

OF CUSTOMS CONTROL OF TRANSPORT AND IN RESERVE CARGO CLAUSE 
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AND GOC EXPECTS MORE POSITIVE RESULTS FROM FUTURE MEETINGS. 
LARGACHA MENTIONED THE GOC HOPES TO GET PURTHER TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE ON CUSTOMS CONTROL IN ORDER CONTROL DRUG AND 
OTHER CONTRABAND ROAD TRAPFIC BETWEEN COLOMBIA/VENEZUELA AND 
COLOMBIA/ECUADOR. GOC ALSO EXPECTS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR 
FEASIBILITY STUDIES TO IMPROVE PORTS. IN SUM, GOC OPTIMISTIC 
ABOUT FUTURE IPG ACTIVITIES. 
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3. WITH REGARD TO POSSIBLE USG WITHDRAWAL, LARGACHA STATED 
IT WOULD BE VERY SERIOUS AND WOULD ADVERSELY AEEECT EUTURE 
OE IPG. ASENCIO 
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